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Gatwick Airport Report – January 2021
Gatwick Airport continues to be significantly impacted by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. Implementation of travel corridors provided some increased activity, however the discovery of a more virulent and more easily transmissible Covid-19 strain in early December resulted in further travel restrictions and an increase in countries banning passenger arrivals from the UK, leading to a further reduction in flights. Traffic levels at Gatwick are currently equivalent to those in the early 1970’s. This regrettably has led to difficult redundancy decisions by many companies affecting many people in the local area who are employed either directly or indirectly by the airport and airlines.

Gatwick’s Airspace and Noise Management Board met virtually in early December. Reported at this meeting was that airlines whilst operating far fewer flights are utilising only the most efficient and quieter aircraft in their fleets and are retiring noisier less efficient aircraft such as the Boeing B747. 
The plan to withdraw the Route 4 satellite-based or RNAV Standard Instrument Departures (SIDs) as required by the Civil Aviation Authority and adjust the standard (non RNAV) SIDs is on target for implementation by 25th February 2021. Gatwick Airport will look to re-introduce the Route 4 RNAV Standard Instrument Departures at a future date. 
Many of the various Gatwick infrastructure projects and airspace redesigns continue to remain paused due to the effects of the ongoing pandemic. 
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